Open letter from the Global Marchers for Gaza to the
European leaders

To the European heads of states and governments

Ce:

Ms. Kaja Kallas, Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
Ministers of Foreign Affairs of EU Member States

Ms. Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European Commission

Mr. Anténio Costa, President-in-Office of the European Council

Ms. Roberta Metsola, President of the European Parliament

Subject: The Global Marchers for Gaza returning from Cairo are demanding immediate
measures at the EU level to stop the genocide perpetrated against the Palestinian people

Brussels, June 23" 2025,

We grew up hearing: “never again.” The moral foundation of the democratic world was built on
the collaboration and cooperation of countries through the United Nations, and the charters that
came out of the horrors of the Holocaust: the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.

Over the past 20 months, it has become painfully clear that you will apply these foundational
texts only to protect those privileged enough to be born in so-called Western powers, or when it
serves your interests. In the face of terror, massacre and a man-made famine, our governments
are standing by and refusing to act on what anyone can see so clearly on their screens, what
NGOs and humanitarian aid workers have screamed at us for over a year, and what Palestinians
have pleaded with us to recognise: this is genocide. Again.

An entire people that you have decided can cease to exist. Their culture, their music, their art,
their stories are vanishing alongside their buildings and bodies. Families that will never sit
together at a meal again. Children that will never hear their grandparents' stories. Parents that
will never hear their children laugh or watch them blossom into the people they choose to be. An
entire generation cut off from the land that is their home and forced to watch it burn.

Worse than being passive spectators of mass extermination, you have made us complicit. You
have disgraced our values, the names of our home nations, by soaking our tax Euros in the blood
of the Palestinian people. You have aided and abetted the aggressor, and allowed them to carry
out their massacre with impunity. You have parroted their lies, embraced the false morals they
justify themselves with and protected the atrocity of their crimes. Your double standards are so
clearly on display: the swift severity of your reaction to Russia’s aggression on Ukraine only



serves to further echo your silence in the face of Israel’s genocidal regime, and underlines your
hypocrisy. You have fooled no one.

You do not represent us. We, the peoples of European nations, now understand that. We see that
after months of asking you to uphold the promise we hold to be sacred - never again - you hold
something to be more dear: the continued and never ending accumulation of wealth, at the cost
of millions of Palestinian lives and their entire existence as a people. Your continued complicity
has allowed the bloodshed to spiral to the point that this is now threatening millions of people
across the region. Your hands are soaked in their blood, though you try your very best to hide it.

Your refusal to listen has brought us into foreign land, only 400 km from Gaza, in a desperate
attempt to do something, anything. This month, thousands of us gathered in Cairo for a peaceful
march to Gaza. People from all walks life, nationalities, backgrounds and faith, united in our
indignation and in our pursuit of justice, to demand immediate humanitarian intervention in
Gaza, the end of the genocide and of the occupation of Palestine. To march across the desert to
the edge of a warzone and beg you to pay attention, if not to these people you cast into the annals
of history, then at the very least, to us. Prevented from carrying out this humanitarian mission,
our determination has only become stronger. By standing together so close to Gaza, we sent a
strong message of solidarity to the Palestinian people and a show of resolve, drawing global
attention to their plight and empowering fellow citizens back home to speak up. Our efforts are
one in a growing wave of citizens across the planet whose rallying cry is clear: ENOUGH. Stop
your continued support of the oppressor. Save the Palestinians.

We are coming to Brussels on the Foreign Affairs Council on the 23" of June and the European
Council meeting on the 26™ and 27" of June to demand the following measures to be taken
without delay:

We demand Europe apply the same standards to Israel as it did to Russia for violating
international law. This includes:

e Freezing assets of individuals and entities supporting Israel’s occupation and colonization
of Palestine.

e Imposing financial and trade sanctions, including ending the EU-Israel Association
Agreement, restricting access to EU capital markets for complicit state-owned
enterprises, and suspending Israel’s participation in the Horizon Europe research
program.

e Enforcing sectoral bans on arms, military equipment, and technologies enhancing Israel’s
military power.

e Enforcing the decisions of the International Court of Justice (ICJ), and executing the
warrants of arrest issued by the International Criminal Court (ICC) against suspected
perpetrators of war crimes and crimes against humanity.



We demand the immediate withdrawal of Israeli armed forces and settlers from occupied
Palestinian territories, and the recognition of Palestine as a sovereign state.

We call for urgent humanitarian corridors to deliver food and aid into Gaza by all means
necessary.

The EU must support Gaza’s reconstruction under international supervision, in full partnership
with the Palestinian people.

We demand Europe end its complicity in Israel’s aggression against neighbouring countries and
honours its commitment to prevent genocide.

The EU must stop enabling U.S. military operations from European soil that support war crimes,
apartheid and genocidal regimes.

We call for the dismantling of imperialist veto powers in the UN and for equal international
accountability for war crimes.

We urge Europe to protect Palestinian refugees in line with its human rights obligations: both
those fleeing settler and state violence in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, and those escaping
mass destruction in Gaza.

You have ignored us, but we will not be silenced. In all our diversity, we are united by our thirst
for justice and our solidarity for the Palestinian people. If you cannot hear us from the streets of
our home nations, if you cannot hear us as we sail and march to break the siege of Gaza, we will
bring our anger, our disgust and our united rallying cry to you.
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